Dual Flames
palalizamis

28. Judah’s missfon. Jacob sent Judah ahead of the family
to make the proper arrangements for their arrival and
settlement in Goshen. Of all his sons, he chose Judah who
was the proven leader of the family and who had demon-
strated his prowess in the confrontation with the “viceroy”
who had threatened Benjamin's freedom. Rashi cites the
Midrashic interpretation of Judah's mission. The Midrash
interprets nw1Y as to teach, which implies that Jacob dis-

patched Judah to Goshen to establish a house of study. This
set a precedent for all Jewish history. Historically, the first
priority of Jewish communities has always been Torah
education, for the soul of the nation is the Torah; without it
we are not a nation.
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27 And Joseph's sons who were born to him in Egypt numbered two persons. All the peop&e":,
of Jacob's household who came to Egypt — seventy. L

2 He sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph, to prepare ahead of him in Goshen; and theg‘ﬁ:
arrived in the region of Goshen. ‘1
2 Joseph hamessed his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen. He aps
peared before him, fell on his neck, and he wept on his neck excessively. 3 Then Israel saui%
”
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A cedg T Cudk-y
-«ur As we grapple with hardships, we should also
emember that the evil inclination is sending us its
own message. It takes deadly aim at our weakest
points, telling us, “Be realistic. There is no way on
earth_you can possibly withstand this trial. You are
being tested far beyond your level, and Hashem does
not even .expect you to prevail. He will definitely
understand and forgive you if you succumb.”

Lbis_line of thought is_typical of the _one who
fosters it, and it is not true. Hashem does not test us

with more_than we_can bear (Avodah Zarah 3a). To
do so would contradict the principle of freedom of

choice, because it would make it impossible for us to
successfully face trials. What if someone were to tell
us, “Lift this building off its foundations or I'l shoot™?
Even if we wanted to, we could not budge a single
brick. Is there any element of choice in a situation
which is obviously impossible? The outcome is a
foregone conclusion. When faced with tests, we must
* believe that we are indeed capable of f passing them
This_ belief 1,tse|f will help us to do so, since it
arantees that Hashem will help us pass the test. As
our Sages tell us (Shabbat 104a), “One who attempts
to_purify himself will be assisted.” We need the firm
will to do good. The rest will come automatically.
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Hashem Himself called the yétze[_bg_{g_‘_‘,r__c_lff“[g_\f‘i_l‘]b.h ‘The Maharal

explains what good and evil really are. Hashem is the Source of all
goodness, all light, all creativity, all giving. All of the lofty and noble

qualities are manifestations of Hashem’s goodness. Evil is every-

thing that is opposite. Evil is everything that conceals Hashem’s
goodness.

*A_crc_(v)wr_djgg to the Maharal, goodness is absolute and real, because

itis a manifestation of Hashem, Who is Ultimate Reality. Everything

that Hashem created is a manifestation of Him, the same way a
bgﬁl_]_d_l‘rlgh_l‘g‘g manifestation of the will and wisdom of the archi-
tect. Therefore, when we look at Hashem’s creation, we_see His
goodness. That's why, in the Torah’s account of creation, Hashem
proclaims that what He created that day is good. When the Torah
says “ki tov — it was good,” it means that that particular creation
bears testimony to the Creator’s reality and goodness.

~® If good is that which reveals the Creator, then evil is that which

conceals Hashem, that which makes God seem to be absent.

3 How does evil do that? It is implicit in the creation itself. In the
Mabharal’s essay on Chanukah, called Ner Mitzvah, he asserts that
the four empires — Babylonia, Persia, Greece, and Rome — under
whom the Jewish people were exiled are hinted at during the very
creation of the world. The second verse of the Torah reads: “And
the world was formless and chaotic, darkness on the face of the
depths.” The Maharal shows how these four phrases — formless,
chaotic, darkness, the depths — refer to the four empires. These
empires were evil according to our definition; they concealed
Hashem in different ways.

That evil is alluded to in the very beginning of the creation
account means that evil is an inherent part of creation. In fact, evil

is a result of the world being a creation, because of the inherent
distance between the Creator and the creation. Before the creation,
there was only Hashem _As soon as Hashem began the process
_of creation, there was somethmgpther than Hashem: the created
world ThlS otherness allowed the possibility of evil, which, as we
said, is the sense that Hashem is absent The yetzer hara is the force

of Divine absence
3 ‘f«ln truth, evil is an illusion, because Divine absence is an illusion.
In the ultimate sense, evil does not exist. In this world of apparent

duality, however, it is easy to be blind to Hashem’s all-encompassing
Oneness. Thus, Hashem’s own deﬁmtxon of evil is the absence of

good, the apparent absence of Hashem.

Battle Plan #9:
Put Hashem Into The Picture

15 Since the yetzer hara operates by making Hashem appear
h to be absent, the yetzer hara can be defeated simply by
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if Rabbi W.’s presence can so effect/vely catapult you to a
higher level of behavior, what ab6ut Hashem’s presence?
*If on_the edge of sin, you can simply say to yourself
these four words: “Hashem is here now,” and make that
truth real to yourself, the battle is over and you are the

experiencing Hashem’s presence, by putting Hashem into
_the picture.

This means that whenever you are about to succumb
to the yetzer hara, remind yourself that Hashem is present
(which is, in fact, the truth!).

Conjure up a sense of the presence of Hashem. Yosef
used a version of this method when he was tempted by
Potiphar’s wife. He visualized the face of his father Yaakov
before him. In the presence of his father, he simply could

not descend_ to the low level of adultery,

victor.
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A friend of mine from my yeshivah days was considering
becoming a doctor, and he asked the Ponevezher Rav for his
advice.

“Tell me,” said the Ponevezher Rav, “have you heard the
news about the man who walked across Niagara Falls on a
tightrope?”

“Yes, | did,” my friend replied.

“Well if he would have come beforehand to ask my
advice, | would have said he was crazy. But now that he’s
successfully done it, he is an international hero. What should
I tell you? Is the path to becoming a doctor fraught with dan-
ger? Without doubt. But if a person is successful, he can use
it to make a kiddush Hashem.”

“So what should | do?” asked my friend.

“You have to arrange a safety net,” said the Ponevezher
Rav, “before you walk across the falls on a tightrope.”

My friend took the Ponevezher Rav’s advice. Today, he is
an outstanding physician and an even more outstanding Jew.

_Every one of us who steps into the secular world, who
ventures into the professional arena, must be fully aware that
he or she is walking across a roaring falls on a tightrope. And

he has to make sure that there are safety nets to catch him

jfﬂe__s_tumblgs,)

What are those safety nets? Our homes; our yeshivos;

r_rabbanim; our spouses, who can tell their mates when
they’re veering from the path; the time we set aside for learn-
ing Torah and doing mitzvos. All of these are our safety nets,
without which going out into the world would be like cross-
ing Niagara Falls on a tightrope, foolhardy and dangerous.

That has_to be our goal — to stay close to our safety nets
as we bring honor and glory to His great and holy Name).‘
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By means of spiritual purity, one’s prayers shoot
straight as arrows... This is the aspect of “My
Covenant is faithful to him.” For faith is related to

prayer.... Then the light of Moshiach begins to sprout
forth.

Likutey Moharan [1:83

According to Rabbi Nachman, spiritual purity, faith in
God, and prayer, are all closely bound together, and if we
could fully attain them, the light of the Messiah would be-
gin to shine in the world.

This is true of the Jewish people as a whole, and within
each of our lives. Illicit desires and immoral behavior are
torms of slavery, and we must beg God to send us a personal
deliverance from them. (As we say in the Shabbos evenihg
prayer recited before the meal: “I have set God before me...
show me mercy in my exile, to redeem me and inspire my
heart to Your love.”) Whep w ieve i turn to Him
in prayer, and work to purify ourselves spiritually, then our

personal deliverance will begin t& sprout forth.

This is the aspect of the two Messiahs — Moshiach ben
Yosef and Moshiach ben Dovid — that exist Wi-tli};—‘each
Jew. Moshiach ben Yosef is reflected in our abﬁ}gf‘i};‘ﬁurify
ourselves spiritually, just as Yosef stayed pure in the trial
with Potehfar’s wife. Thus, Moshiach ben Yosef will reVeél
the innate holiness of Israel. Moshiach ben—Dovid-;s“‘fe-
flected in our ability to pray, as King Dovid said, “I am
prayer” (Psalms 109:4). He will reveal to the world new le
els of faith and prayer.

So, just as we long for the rebuilding of the physical
Temple, we must 2lso seek to rebuild the spiritual Temple
yithin our lives. This means connecting with God and feel-
ing His Presence. Chazal say: “Every generation in which
the Temple is not rebuilt is considered to have de;;(;y—ed
it.”"' This applies to each one of us, for the opposite is true
as well: “When a person has knowledge-afha;)d, it is as if the
Holy Temple was rebuilt in his day.”'"!
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